
 

The C.O.P.S.  Siblings Retreat 
 
There were 69 surviving siblings present at the 2008 C.O.P.S. Siblings Retreat. 

Like other C.O.P.S. Hands-On Programs, the Siblings Retreat provided that 

wonderful opportunity for the brothers and sisters of America's fallen law 

enforcement officers to find understanding and healing from other siblings who 

have also lost.  Missouri Conservation Officers taught the siblings classes in rifles, 

archery, and fishing.  The ropes course and the Alpine Tower also provided life-

altering challenges for those brave enough to address their fear of heights or trust 

while suspended 35-50 feet in the air. 

C.O.P.S. 2008    Spouses Retreat 
 
The 2008 C.O.P.S. Surviving Spouses Retreat had 91 

surviving spouses and mental health professionals attend.  

This goes down in history as the largest Spouses Retreat 

ever.  This year's retreat had 2 surviving husbands.  The 

usual outdoor activities were presented by the Missouri 

Department of Conservation Wardens and the pistols, 

shotguns, bows and arrows, and self-defense classes were as 

much a hit as the high ropes course and the Alpine Tower.  

The Wardens reported that several of the women were 

excellent shooters, although some of them had never shot a 

gun before.   
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“The Traumas of Law Enforcement” 2009 Dates and Locations Announced 
C.O.P.S. has released the following dates and locations for the highly acclaimed three-day trainings, “The Traumas of Law 
Enforcement”, for 2009. There will be eight trainings presented during January, February, and March 2009.  There is no cost 
to these trainings, however registration is mandatory. Registration will open on-line on October 31, 2008. Registration 
forms will be available at www.nationalcops.org under “For Agencies”, then click “Law Enforcement Training”.  57,000 
flyers on the training are being mailed nationwide to law enforcement administrators as well. 

Houston, TX, Area, January 5-7, 2009 
Humble Civic Center, 8233 Will Clayton Parkway, Humble, 
TX 77338 
Hotel: Hampton Inn Humble, 20515 Highway 59 N, Humble, 
TX 77338 
Hotel Phone: 281-446-4800; Hotel Rate:  $109.00 + 17% tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline: December 7, 2008 
 
Atlanta, GA, Area, January 12-14, 2009 
Cobb County Department of Public Safety Training 
Academy, 2109 Valor Drive, Marietta, GA 30008 
Hotel: Holiday Inn Express-Town Center Mall, 2485 George 
Busbee Parkway,Kennesaw, GA 30144 
Hotel Phone: 770-427-5210; Hotel Rate: $93.00 + 14% tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline: December 14, 2008 
 
Baltimore, MD, Area, February 2-4, 2009 
 
James N. Robey Public Safety Training Center, 2200 Scott 
Wheeler Drive, Marriottsville, MD  21104 
Hotel:  Sheraton Columbia Town Center Hotel, 10207 
Wincopin Circle, Columbia, MD  21044 
Hotel Phone:  410-730-3900; Hotel Rate:  $125 Single/$135 
double + 11% tax 
Registration and Hotel deadline:  January 4, 2009 
 
Hartford, CT, February 9-11, 2009 
 
Aetna Insurance Incorporated Auditorium, 151 Farmington 
Avenue, Hartford, CT  06156 
Hotel:  Holiday Inn Express, 440 Asylum Street, Hartford, CT  
06105  Hotel Phone:  860-246-9900 
Hotel Rate:  $89 plus 12% tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline:  January 11, 2009  

Indianapolis, IN, February 23-25, 2009 
 
Training location and hotel:  Hyatt Regency Hotel, One 
South Capitol Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Hotel Phone:  317-632-1234; Hotel Rate:  $94 + 16% 
tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline:  January 25, 2009 
 
Denver, CO, Area, March 2-4, 2009 
Training Location: Westminster Public Safety Center, 
9110 Yates Street, Westminster, CO 80031 
Hotel: Doubletree Hotel Denver North, 8773 Yates 
Drive, Westminster, CO 80031 
Hotel Phone: 303-427-4000; Hotel Rate: $109.00 + 
11.85% tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline: February 4, 2009 
 
Boise, ID, March 9-11, 2009 
 
Training Location: Washington Group Plaza: 
Auditorium, 720 Park BLVD, Boise, ID 83712 
Hotel: The Grove Hotel, 245 S Capitol Boulevard, 
Boise, ID 83702 
Hotel Phone: 208-333-8000; Hotel Rate: $86.00 + 13% 
tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline: February 11, 2009 
 
Rochester, MN, March 23-25, 2009 
 
Training Location and Hotel:  Kahler Grand Hotel, 20 
SW Second Avenue, Rochester, MN  55902 
Hotel Phone:  507-280-6200; Hotel Rate:  $85 + 11% 
tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline:  February 25, 2009   



“Friends of C.O.P.S.”/“Partners in Law Enforcement”  Is A Good Way To 
Support C.O.P.S. 
With drastic cuts in Federal funding raising concern for the National Board of Concerns of Police Survivors, Partners in 
Law Enforcement and Friends of C.O.P.S. are two easy ways to support the only hands-on organization in the country 
that helps law enforcement survivors to rebuild their shattered lives.  Visit www.nationalcops.org to see how you can 
support C.O.P.S. by becoming a Partner in Law Enforcement (for agencies and law enforcement organizations) or Friends 
of C.O.P.S. (for individuals or families). 

����
���������������������������������������������������� ����

����
	��
�����
��������������������

�
	�������������������
�������������
����
� �!��������"��
����
#�����������$�����

�

����� ���%

���������&����������
���
�����'�������
�������� �(
�)�
�

	�����������&��
��*�����
�����*���������+)	)�

	����
#��
������������
�

'��#��,����������*�
����-����.),)�
��

������/���.),)�
'��#��,���0�� �.),)�

����
���1���.����������2� ��.���.����
)���1���.����������2� ��.���.����
)���1���.����������2� ��.���.����
)���1���.����������2� ��.���.����
)� ���

�
3�����444)
����
����.�)��# ������
���������
����
���,����
��
������)5)')�)�� ���%

�������������������
�����

�����
���,����
��
���4���
���
��
..���������������� ������������
)���
�



C.O.P.S. 2008 Holiday Cards  
Now Available 



25th Anniversary Items now Include Longaberger® Baskets  
 
Women all across America collect Longaberger® Baskets and the special edition of the C.O.P.S. 25th 
Anniversary basket would make a wonderful holiday gift for those basket collectors.  Below is an order 
form, or go online to order a basket and support C.O.P.S.  Order now to avoid the holiday rush. 



C.O.P.S. “Tree of Life” 
Only 8 leaves available on the C.O.P.S.’ “Tree of Life”  C.O.P.S.’ “Tree of Life” takes up one wall in the 
reception area and is visible upon entering the C.O.P.S. National Headquarters.  The project’s original purpose 
was to raise funds to provide a permanent location for the C.O.P.S. organization to ensure that generations of new 
survivors will always have a home.  For a donation of $1,000 to C.O.P.S., a leaf will be placed on the “Tree of 
Life” in memory of your fallen officer, you will receive a duplication of that leaf mounted on a plaque, and your 
story will be added to the directory.  For more information, please contact Carolyn Davinroy or Deb Everman at 
573-346-4911. 



Thanks to these Special Donors 
 
The 6th Annual Robert Rafter Memorial Golf Tournament coordinated by the United States Secret Service-
Employee Recreation Association was recently held at Andrews Air Force Base outside Washington, DC.  At 
the request of Mrs. Ann Rafter, Bob’s surviving spouse, the $21,500 in proceeds from the tournament was 
given to Concerns of Police Survivors.  Our heartfelt thanks to the Rafter Family and the USSS-ERA, a strong 
supporter of C.O.P.S. 
 
The Gold Coast Runners from Davie, FL, held the “Run Through Central Park 5K Road Race” in Plantation, 
FL, last winter.  Proceeds from the run netted National C.O.P.S. $13,000 and this is the third time they have 
run for National C.O.P.S.  They really had a successful run and saw a great increase in their contribution to 
C.O.P.S.  Nice work, Gold Coast Runners, and thank you! 
 
The California Peace Officers’ Association Business/Law Enforcement Alliance held a golf tournament at 
Strawberry Farms Golf Club in Irvine, CA, on May 19, 2008, and netted $10,000 to benefit National C.O.P.S. 
They have held their golf tournament for the past 3 years to benefit National C.O.P.S.  Our thanks to the 
CPOA for their continuing support. 

 

“In Memory Of” to Benefit C.O.P.S. 
 
Derik Schumacher’s new single, “In Memory Of” will be released to the nation on November 7 during the 
Conman Radio Show in Parker, CO.  The show is syndicated in over 100 cities and has an estimated 3.5 mil-
lion listeners.  In order to draw as much attention to this effort, survivors and co-workers are invited to visit 
www.inmemoryofthem.net and leave an appropriate story about a fallen loved one/officer.  During the radio 
show, Derik would love to be able to send listeners to that website to read about the good men and women 
who have been called upon to make the supreme sacrifice.  We hope you will find the time to leave “their 
story” or “your story” on the website.    

COPS Walk Donations Still Coming In—Should Gross Over 
$160.000! 

 
The 70 walkers who took to the C&O Canal trail on October 12 and 13 Harper’s Ferry, WV, 
not only did a great job walking for C.O.P.S., but they did an awesome job fundraising for 
C.O.P.S. as well. While contributions still trickle in, tons of paperwork has yet to be done, 

bills need to be paid, it looks like this walk could net $130,000 for Concerns of Police Survivors. Final figures 
and information will follow in the November email newsletter. But C.O.P.S. would like to say “Great job!” to 
those who walked, raised money, and those who gave the contributions as well. 

Cell Phones For C.O.P.S.  
 

Charitable Recycling will contribute $1.00 to National Concerns of Police Survivors for every 
cell phone they receive.  It’s simple. 
· Download a label from the C.O.P.S. website (www.nationalcops.org). 
· Affix the label to a padded envelope and drop it in any mailbox. 
      No postage is necessary. 
Old cell phones from evidence rooms, old cell phones in officers’ desks, every one of them could 

earn C.O.P.S. $1.  Be sure to spread the word about this unique way to raise funds for an organization that de-
serves the support.  Thank you! 



C.O.P.S. 25th Anniversary Badge sets introduced during National Police Week are now 
available through the C.O.P.S. National Office as well as the COPSstore.  So, if you want 
to order C.O.P.S. merchandise, you can order everything through the COPSstore.  Roll 
Call items are available in several colors of short sleeve t-shirts, long sleeve t-shirts and 
crew neck and hooded sweatshirts.  All C.O.P.S. and National Police Week merchandise 
can be found at http://www.COPSstore.com/. COPSstore has been your official source for 
C.O.P.S. since 1992.  

 
Concerns of Police Survivors have been awarded the "Best in America" seal of approval from 
Independent Charities of America. The Independent Charities Seal of Excellence is awarded to the 
members of Independent Charities of America and Local Independent Charities of America that 
have, upon rigorous independent review, been able to certify, document, and demonstrate on an 
annual basis that they meet the highest standards of public accountability, program effectiveness, 
and cost effectiveness. These standards include those required by the US Government for 
inclusion in the Combined Federal Campaign, probably the most exclusive fund drive in the 
world. Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer 
than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have 
been awarded this Seal.  Visit www.independentcharities.org 
 
 


