
Monthly Email Newsletter 
January 2008 

February 1 is Deadline for Nominations for Three C.O.P.S. Awards 
 
The Distinguished Service Award:  The highest recognition bestowed by Concerns of Police Survivors is the Distinguished 
Service Award. This award is presented annually to an active or retired law enforcement officer/official or organization for 
services above and beyond the call of duty when addressing police survivor issues. The law enforcement officer/official or 
organization must be nominated by a member of the law enforcement family. That means any law enforcement officer, 
survivor, or police family member may nominate an officer for this distinction. They cannot, however, be nominated by a 
member of their own family. 
 
The Todd Ricks Award for Volunteerism:  Each year, National C.O.P.S. recognizes an individual(s) whose volunteer 
services to the organization have contributed greatly to C.O.P.S.’ programs with the Todd Ricks Award for Volunteerism. 
This award is named for Todd Ricks, a U.S. Park Police Motorcycle Officer.  Officer Ricks coordinated the motorcycle 
efforts during National Police Week for several years and was the inaugural recipient of this award. Todd’s efforts helped 
National Police Week events, including all C.O.P.S. activities, run as smoothly as possible by organizing motorcycle escorts 
for buses to all events, including “C.O.P.S. Kids” events. 
 
The Chapter of the Year Award:  The National Board of Concerns of Police Survivors, Inc. recognizes one chapter each 
year that has demonstrated a cooperative approach in working with National C.O.P.S., provided services to its membership 
locally, and focused on meeting the mission of Concerns of Police Survivors, Inc. Any Chapter that feels it meets or exceeds 
these goals may submit a self-nomination. This is the fifth year of this award. The 2008 Chapter of the year was New Jersey, 
Survivors of the Triangle, the 2007 Chapter of the year was Indiana C.O.P.S. (IN C.O.P.S.), the 2006 honor went to MI-
C.O.P.S. (Michigan) and the 2005 honor went to Northeast Florida C.O.P.S. 
 
Check the C.O.P.S. website for the criteria and process for nominations for these awards and forward your nominations to 
lori_graves@nationalcops.org.  Call Lori at 573-346-4911 for more information. 

Interested in Running for The C.O.P.S. National 
Board? 

 
If you are a law enforcement survivor and have gotten to the place where you want to give back to other survivors and 
Concerns of Police Survivors because you have been helped over the past several years, you might want to consider 
running for a position on the C.O.P.S. National Board.  Individuals must file a letter of intent by February 1, 2009 (no 
exceptions to this deadline) with the C.O.P.S. Immediate Past President Jean Hill, P. O. Box 73285, Houston, TX  77273.  
If you have questions, call her at 281-788-5002; email:  bjeanhill@sbcglobal.net. 



2009 Traumas of Law Enforcement 
 

With the uncertainty of Federal funding to cover costs for the 2009 Traumas of Law Enforcement, Concerns of Police 
Survivors sought support from corporations/organizations for the 8 sessions planned for 2009.  This 3-day, 21-hour training 
has been called “the Chicken Soup of law enforcement”, “the best training I’ve ever attended in my 32 year career”!  Line-of-
duty death, police suicide, the traumatized officer, the effects of trauma on the officer, and police disability are all explored in 
depth to help agencies develop general orders for these “traumas” that affect every law enforcement agency nationwide. 
 
The corporations/organizations that have committed to sponsor these trainings are: Indiana Chapter of Concerns of Police 
Survivors;  Streamlight®, the 100 Club of Houston, TX, the Maryland Chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors, Harley 
Davidson, and GLOCK.  These sponsors have committed $15,000 each to help meet the $90,000 estimated costs for these 
trainings. 

 
Baltimore, MD, Area, February 2-4, 2009 
 
James N. Robey Public Safety Training Center, 2200 Scott 
Wheeler Drive, Marriottsville, MD  21104 
Hotel:  Sheraton Columbia Town Center Hotel, 10207 Wincopin 
Circle, Columbia, MD  21044 
Hotel Phone:  410-730-3900; Hotel Rate:  $125 Single/$135 
double + 11% tax 
Registration and Hotel deadline:  January 23, 2009 
 
Hartford, CT, February 9-11, 2009 
 
Aetna Insurance Incorporated Auditorium, 151 Farmington 
Avenue, Hartford, CT  06156 
Hotel:  Holiday Inn Express, 440 Asylum Street, Hartford, CT  
06105  Hotel Phone:  860-246-9900 
Hotel Rate:  $89 plus 12% tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline:  January 23, 2009  
 
Indianapolis, IN, February 23-25, 2009 
 
Training location and hotel:  Hyatt Regency Hotel, One South 
Capitol Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Hotel Phone:  317-632-1234; Hotel Rate:  $94 + 16% tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline:  January 25, 2009 

 
Denver, CO, Area, March 2-4, 2009 
Training Location: Westminster Public Safety Center, 
9110 Yates Street, Westminster, CO 80031 
Hotel: Doubletree Hotel Denver North, 8773 Yates 
Drive, Westminster, CO 80031 
Hotel Phone: 303-427-4000; Hotel Rate: $109.00 + 
11.85% tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline: February 4, 2009 
 
Boise, ID, March 9-11, 2009 
 
Training Location: Washington Group Plaza: 
Auditorium, 720 Park BLVD, Boise, ID 83712 
Hotel: The Grove Hotel, 245 S Capitol Boulevard, 
Boise, ID 83702 
Hotel Phone: 208-333-8000; Hotel Rate: $86.00 + 13% 
tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline: February 11, 2009 
 
Rochester, MN, March 23-25, 2009 
 
Training Location and Hotel:  Kahler Grand Hotel, 20 
SW Second Avenue, Rochester, MN  55902 
Hotel Phone:  507-280-6200; Hotel Rate:  $85 + 11% 
tax 
Registration and Hotel Deadline:  February 25, 2009   

The remaining trainings for 2009 are: 
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National Police Week Planning Continues 
Invitations to be Mailed in Late January 

 
Plans for National Police Week 2009 are coming together and the National Police Week 2009 invitations should be in the 
mail in late January to 2008 surviving families, agencies that lost officers in 2008 and past-year survivors as well. 
 
On-line registration will be available on February 1, 2009. On-line registration will be lengthy, but easy and it will save 
hundreds of hours in staff time since information in the on-line registration can be automatically transferred into the Police 
Week data base. 
 
Concerns of Police Survivors will welcome 2008 survivors, any past-year survivors, the official Memorial Service 
escort officers, and the agency head to complete the application for hotel rooms at official National Police Week 
hotels.  All other officers can contact Eileen Haines with their hotel needs.  Call 301-865-1631; email:  
Eileen@haineshotelservices.com; FAX 301-371-7305. 
 
Returning survivors will not be able to register for National Police Week 2009 or make hotel reservations through C.O.P.S. 
after March 23, 2009. 
 
Tickets for the C.O.P.S. 25th Anniversary Celebration can also be ordered on-line or through the NPW invitation packet. 
C.O.P.S. is providing childcare during the 25th Anniversary Celebration. 

* C.O.P.S. is providing childcare during the 25th Anniversary Celebration  



NPW 09 Agenda In Brief 
 
The official observance of National Police Week is always the week that contains May 15. In 2009, those dates are May 
10-16. However, national activities in Washington, DC, will be held as follows: 
 
  
 Tuesday, May 12:    Early Arrival Day. 
 Wednesday,  May 13: Official Arrival and Check-In, and Annual Candlelight Vigil at the National Law 

Enforcement Officers  Memorial. 
 Thursday, May 14: 1st Day National Police Survivors’ Conference and “C.O.P.S. Kids/Teens”, NPC-50 Team  
                                                Relay Race to benefit C.O.P.S. sponsored by the US Secret Service Employee Recreation   
                                                Association.  Visit their website for more information:  npc50@verizon.net. The    
                                                C.O.P.S. 25th Anniversary Celebration at the Grand Hyatt in Washington, D.C. 
 Friday, May 15:             National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service. 
 Saturday, May 16: 2nd Day National Police Survivors’ Conference and “C.O.P.S. Kids/Teens”, Picnic in the 

Park for Survivors and the National Police Week 5K Run, sponsored by the FBI Agents 
Association to benefit Concerns of Police Survivors.  For more information, visit their 
website:  nationalpoliceweek5K.com. 

 Sunday, May 17:     Official Departure Day. 
 
National C.O.P.S. sponsors the National Police Survivors' Conference, which includes some meals for participants. 
However, National C.O.P.S. does not fund air travel or hotel costs. Agencies and local police groups are encouraged to 
financially assist surviving families so they can take part in the healing activities available in Washington when their 
officers are honored. 

10th Annual NPC-50 is May 14 
 
The 10th Annual National Police Challenge 50-kilometer relay race (NPC-50) 
will be held on Thursday, May 14. The NPC-50 is a 50-kilometer (31-mile) 
relay competition among local, state and federal law enforcement agencies from 
around the world. The NPC-50 is run in conjunction with National Police Week 
held each spring in Washington, D.C. The U.S. Secret Service and the U.S.S.S. 
Employee Recreation Association coordinate the race on behalf of the law 
enforcement community. For information and registration forms for this team-

of-10 event, visit www.secretservice.gov/npc50/ or email npc50@cox.net. Proceeds benefit C.O.P.S. and HEROES. 
Registration on the website will be available mid February. 

3rd Annual National Police Week 5K will be May 16 
 
The FBI Agents Association is planning its third run to benefit Concerns of Police 
Survivors on Saturday, May 16.  Last year’s event proved to be exceptionally successful 
raising over $50,000 for C.O.P.S. and planner Agent Brian Vorndran is hoping the 2009 
event will be just as successful.   Check their website:  nationalpoliceweek5K.com for 
more information and registration. 



Be a Sponsor for the 25th Anniversary Celebration 
 
Visit C.O.P.S. website at www.nationalcops.org for sponsorship opportunities for the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration. There are several levels of sponsorship available. Call Carolyn Davinroy at 573-346-4911 
for more information. 



 

25th Anniversary items available 
 
Order forms for the Longaberger Basket and the C.O.P.S. 25th Anniversary Badge sets are available on the 
C.O.P.S. website at www.nationalcops.org. 



 

“In Memory Of” to Benefit C.O.P.S. 
 
In Memory Of was written by Paul Davis, of St. Augustine, Florida, and Derik Schumacher, of Washburn, Illinois. The 
song and video are being used in a worldwide awareness and fundraising effort to support all of the programs that 
Concerns of Police Survivors offers. 
 
"Derik Schumacher's new single, In Memory Of, is a heartfelt tribute to all of America's law enforcement officers who 
have paid the ultimate price. The fact that Derik chose to use actual law enforcement survivors in this video, and not 
actors, is a testament to the purpose behind this project. I hope this song brings comfort to those who have lost a family 
member, a co-worker, a friend, a neighbor. They will never be forgotten, not as long as we remain to tell their story." 
-Paul Gertsen, National Board, Concerns of Police Survivors 

 
http://www.odmp.org/info/inmemoryof.php  

Survivors Gave $38,697 in Holiday Memorials 
 
Each year National C.O.P.S. provides survivors the opportunity to make a holiday 
contribution in memory of their fallen officer. For each donation, a special ornament is placed 
on the Christmas tree in the C.O.P.S. National Office. This year, a special pewter wreath 
ornament was placed in memory of the fallen officer for each donation of $100 or more. A 
different ornament was placed for all other donations. 
 
Survivors gave a total of $38,697 this holiday season to benefit C.O.P.S. The C.O.P.S. 
Christmas tree was decorated with 278 wreath ornaments and 195 different ornaments. 
 
The pewter wreath ornaments were mailed after the New Year to those survivors who 
contributed $100 or more to C.O.P.S. through this fund-raising effort. 

DynCorp visits National C.O.P.S. 
 
Mr. Michael Warren, CEAP Support Manager 
from DynCorp, came to Missouri on December 11, 
2008 to meet the C.O.P.S. staff and visit the 
C.O.P.S. National office. 
 
DynCorp has committed to be a major sponsor for 
the 2009 COPS Walk and wants C.O.P.S. to plan a 
retreat for their surviving families of employees 
killed while serving in Afghanistan, Kosovo, 
Pakistan, Iraq and other foreign countries where 
DynCorp has a presence. 

COPSstore has been your official source for C.O.P.S. since 1992. Roll Call items are 
available in several colors of short sleeve t-shirts, long sleeve t-shirts and crew neck 
and hooded sweatshirts.  All C.O.P.S. and National Police Week merchandise can be 
found at http://www.COPSstore.com/.  



 
  Cell Phones For C.O.P.S.  

 
 Charitable Recycling will contribute $1.00 to National Concerns of Police Survivors for every cell phone they receive.  

 It’s simple. 
Download a label from the C.O.P.S. website (www.nationalcops.org). 
· Affix the label to a padded envelope and drop it in any mailbox. 
· No postage is necessary. 
         Old cell phones from evidence rooms, old cell phones in officers’ desks, every one of them could earn 

C.O.P.S. $1.  Be sure to spread the word about this unique way to raise funds for an organization that deserves the 
support.  Thank you! 

 
Concerns of Police Survivors have been awarded the "Best in America" seal of approval from Independent Charities 
of America. The Independent Charities Seal of Excellence is awarded to the members of Independent Charities of 
America and Local Independent Charities of America that have, upon rigorous independent review, been able to 
certify, document, and demonstrate on an annual basis that they meet the highest standards of public accountability, 
program effectiveness, and cost effectiveness. These standards include those required by the US Government for 
inclusion in the Combined Federal Campaign, probably the most exclusive fund drive in the world. Of the 1,000,000 
charities operating in the United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, or 5 percent, meet or exceed 
these standards, and, of those, fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal.  Visit www.independentcharities.org 
 

 


